CASS COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
APRIL 21, 2008


The Cass County Commissioners met in regular session at 9:00 AM in the government building hearing room, Logansport.  In attendance were Dick Rusk, Dave Arnold, Jim Sailors, Attorney John Hillis, and Auditor Dawn Conner.  Dick Rusk opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES & EXPENSE CLAIMS


Jim Sailors motioned to approve the April 7 minutes, Dave Arnold seconded.  Dave Arnold motioned to approve the expense claims for payment, Jim Sailors seconded.  Both motions carried unanimously. 

HIGHWAY & ENGINEER REPORTS

Georgia Schroder reported for Jodi Coblentz.  The CR 600 E project is progressing well, and the box culvert near the center of the project has been installed.  Bridge 123 at Lewisburg will be open on May 16.  Asphalt is scheduled for May 1 & 2, so the bridge could be open by that weekend.  An ordinance was presented prohibiting truck traffic on CR 400 S from SR 25 to SR 29.  Dave Arnold motioned to adopt Ordinance 2008-03 (on file).  Jim Sailors seconded and the motion carried unanimously. The administrative settlements for parcels #1 & #2 require Board approval.  This is for the widening of the intersection due to airport expansion.  Dave Arnold motioned to approve the settlements, Jim Sailors seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  The highway department is berming, patching, and is scheduled to hot mix in New Waverly on 4/28 and in Lewisburg on 5/1.  Chase Road will be periodically closed on 4/21 to remove trees.  The sign report was submitted for 3/31-4/11, and the sign inventory was completed on April 4.  A new standard for signs is being implemented regarding sign reflectively.  The upgrade will cause an average increase of approximately 15% per sign.  The Bomag grinder is being repaired; one week estimate for parts. One bid was submitted for bituminous materials; SEM Materials from Warsaw.  The bid was taken under advisement on a unanimous motion by Dave Arnold, second by Jim Sailors.  
SHERIFF EMPLOYEES


Dave Arnold motioned to approve hiring a part time process server, Jim Sailors seconded.  Jim Sailors motioned to approve hiring a full time jailer, Dave Arnold seconded.  Both motions carried unanimously. 
COUNTY ASSESSOR


Judy Lewis requested approval to hire a part time position.  Dave Arnold motioned to approve, Jim Sailors seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  Dave Arnold motioned to appoint Tom Sheetz to the Board of Review and Robert Cree as the Level II appointee to the Board of Review.  Jim Sailors seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  Dave Arnold requested Judy return in May and report on office consolidation.  
FOUR COUNTY


Gene Powlen was present to request a Memorandum of Understanding between Cass County and Four County Counseling Center addressing temporary housing in the County Home, if necessary, for Four County patients.  There was discussion regarding the use of the lower floor of the County Home. Four County will provide furnishings and pay for remodeling if needed.  Jim Sailors motioned to approve, Dave Arnold seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  John Hillis will draft the Memo.
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN


Arin Shaver was present to request recommendation to council for appropriation to contract with Mendenhall & Associates for assistance with a grant application to rewrite the comprehensive plan and provide a grant match for the funds.  The total request is $7100.  Dave Arnold motioned to recommend to Council, Jim Sailors seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 

GALVESTON FIRE DEPARTMENT


Brent Ahrens, Fire Chief, requested financial assistance of $50,000 to assist the Department in purchasing a new vehicle.  There was also discussion on donating the old vehicle to the Coroner for transport, which would allow use of an additional emergency vehicle.  Dave Arnold motioned to table the request, Jim Sailors seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 

TRAVEL REQUEST

Lori Forrer requested out-of state travel to attend a public safety communications seminar from August 2 through August 7.  Dave Arnold motioned to approve, Jim Sailors seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 

DOCUMENT IMAGING


Ed Beheler, IT Director, requested recommendation to Council for a $30,000 appropriation to purchase a document imaging system. Jim Sailors motioned to recommend, Dave Arnold seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  

WTH ENGINEERING


Robert Mellander discussed WTH’s web-mapping software and availability on the county’s website.  The original 6 month period was extended and then disabled without notice.  Dave Arnold motioned to contract with WTH to provide the online service again for $3600/yr.  Jim Sailors seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  John Hillis requested a 60-day “out” term on the contract.  
PUBLIC COMMENTS & ADJOURN


George Roberts thanked the Council and Commissioners for conducting property tax sales.  He also commented on the county’s website and the lack of current information; agendas, minutes, etc.  Dave Arnold assured Mr. Roberts that the information will be kept updated.  Dave Arnold also announced that the county will hold a certificate sale at 10:00 AM on April 24th in the hearing room.  There were no other public comments and the meeting adjourned unanimously. 








______________________________








Dick Rusk, President








______________________________








Dave Arnold, Vice President








______________________________








Jim Sailors

ATTEST: ________________________________


     Dawn Conner, Auditor

