CASS COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
APRIL 7, 2008


The Cass County Commissioners met in regular session at 1:30 PM in the government building hearing room, Logansport.  In attendance were Dick Rusk, Dave Arnold, Jim Sailors, Attorney John Hillis and Auditor Dawn Conner.  Dick Rusk opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance and a welcome to Logansport City elected officials, including Mayor Fincher and high school students serving in city positions for the City’s annual Good Government Day. 
MINUTES & EXPENSE CLAIMS


Dave Arnold motioned to approve the March 17 minutes, Jim Sailors seconded.  Dave Arnold motioned to approve the expense claims, but commented that the Health Department is incurring late fees on the cellular phone bill that are the department’s personal responsibility.  Jim Sailors seconded this motion and both motions carried unanimously. 

HIGHWAY & ENGINEER REPORTS


Jodi Coblentz reported that right-of-way clearing is complete on CR 600 E and utilities are scheduled to move in. Two bids were received for the intersection improvement at CR 600 E and Logansport Road; E&B Paving at $225,306.69 and Central Paving at $225,659.13.  Jodi recommended the low bidder.  Jim Sailors motioned to approve the LPA contract for the intersection improvement, Dave Arnold seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  Jim Sailors also motioned to approve the construction improvement agreement for road projects, Dave Arnold seconded and this motion also carried unanimously.  The draft was approved in January.  The Broadripple project is progressing well.  Part of the project involves cleaning out the original concrete side ditches leading to the bridge, and additional cleaning is needed, so a change order for $3,396 is requested.  Dave Arnold motioned to approve, Jim Sailors seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  The Lewisburg Bridge is scheduled to open on April 17; Jodi is awaiting updated schedules from Isom Construction.  Jodi requested replacement of two truck drivers; Dave Arnold motioned to approve, Jim Sailors seconded, unanimous.  The 2008 dump truck has been delivered.  Grinding crews are set to work when the weather allows and patching crews are working on roads that are scheduled for chip and seal.  The 2008 work plan is being reviewed to allow for escalated road damage, and reconstruction work has begun on CR 275 S from 1100 E to 975 E.  The sign and shop reports for 3/10-4/3 were submitted.  
SURPLUS EQUIPMENT AUCTION


Dave Arnold motioned to accept the list of items for the surplus equipment auction to be conducted via the internet with SRI’s assistance.  Jim Sailors seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  The list is on file in the auditor’s office. 

SHERIFF VEHICLE BIDS

Bids were accepted for new vehicles in the sheriff’s department: Cass County Ford, $19450 for an F150; Goble Pontiac, Winamac $19179 for GMC1500; Thomas Dodge, Orland Park, IL $24247 for Ram; Erik Chevrolet, Kokomo $21395 for Impala and $24700 for truck.  Dave Arnold motioned to take the bids under advisement and the bids were turned over to Sheriff Isaacs.  Jim Sailors seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  Dave Arnold also requested an update on current vehicle mileage and reminded the sheriff that the 2008 budget needs approval before the vehicles can be purchased.  
EMPLOYEE REPLACEMENTS


Lisa Swaim, Prosecutor’s office, requested hire of a part-time summer intern.  The position will be paid from Pre-trial funds.  Sandy Heckard, France Park Supervisor, requested 18 seasonal employees.  Dave Arnold motioned to approve the requests, Jim Sailors seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  

HEALTH DEPARTMENT


FMLA for a department employee was unanimously approved on a motion by Jim Sailors, second by Dave Arnold.  Ordinance 2008-01 (on file) amending the fees for vaccinations was also unanimously approved on a motion by Dave Arnold; Jim Sailors second.

PLAN COMMISSION


Arin Shaver presented an ordinance amending the Cass County Zoning Ordinance to allow a special exception in the agricultural district.  The ordinance received favorable approval from the County Plan Commission.  Jim Sailors motioned to approve ordinance 2008-02 (on file), Dave Arnold seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  A resolution amending the comprehensive plan to include a Brownfield program was also presented. The resolution received favorable approval from the County Plan Commission.  Dave Arnold motioned to approve resolution 2008-03 (on file), Jim Sailors seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 

HOST AGREEMENT AMENDMENT


Dick Hettinger read in full the proposed amendment to the Agreement to accept out-of-state waste from the four states contiguous to Indiana.  Jim Veasey, Regional Director, Waste Management, and Matt Rechtin, Engineer, Waste Management, were also present to answer questions from the Board.  Several members of the public posed questions and Mayor Fincher praised Waste Management for their corporate citizenship to Logansport.  Dave Arnold motioned to accept the amendment, Jim Sailors seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  

CONTRACT FOR DELIVERABLES


Pat Badt was present to discuss proceeding with the work on the deliverables that she’s been contracted to perform. Dave Arnold suggested the department submit a request for appropriation to cover the shortfall in the LPHC grant.  Jim Sailors questioned the amount of deliverables that are necessary for Cass County.  Approval was granted to proceed with the deliverables project. 

MEMORIAL HOME


The Memorial Home Board will be requesting the full-time superintendent’s position be changed to a part-time position after the retirement of Jack Hewitt.  The new position will work 5-6 hrs per day and the schedule will be adjusted to allow for weekend hours.  Jim Sailors motioned to approve the change, Dave Arnold seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS & ADJOURN


County Assessor Judy Lewis requested the appointment of the PTABOA members.  The Board will consider the appointment on April 21.  Gene Powlen requested a memorandum of understanding with Four County Counseling and the County to address temporary housing at the County Home.  This issue will also be addressed on April 21.  There were no other public comments and the meeting adjourned unanimously. 
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