CASS COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
FEBRUARY 4, 2008


The Cass County Commissioners met in regular session at 1:30 PM in the government building hearing room, Logansport.  In attendance were Dave Arnold, Jim Sailors, Attorney John Hillis, and Auditor Dawn Conner.  Dave Arnold opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance, and introduced new commissioner Jim Sailors.

MINUTES & EXPENSE CLAIMS


Dave Arnold directed the auditor’s office to not process the late fees on the Health Department’s cell phone bill.  This is a recurring problem with the department.  Jim Sailors motioned to approve the expense claims with the exception of warrant #’s 49620, 49621 for supplies and furniture for the treasurer’s office; 49704 for Christmas décor for the government building; 49730 for Christmas cards for Circuit Court; and 49907 for Christmas décor from the work release fund.  Dave Arnold recommended that furniture bought should not be in excess of the cost of the chairs in the hearing room, and he seconded the motion.  Jim Sailors also motioned to approve the minutes from January 22.  Dave Arnold seconded this motion. 
HIGHWAY & ENGINEER’S REPORTS


Jodi Coblentz reported that the Notice to Proceed was received for the CR 600 E project.  Crews will begin work no later than February 13; road will be closed on April 1st and reopened on September 19th.  The official extension date is April 17th for completion on the Lewisburg Bridge.  INDOT has approved the draft inspection supplemental; it now needs county approval.  INDOT also agreed to continue funding the project with 80% federal funds.  INDOT district recommended to the project review committee at central to award $275,000 to the City for the Chase Road project.  The award was approved unanimously.  The next step is an interlocal agreement.  The consultant was selected in March 2007, and Crossroads Engineers are currently working on the design contract.  The award allows design to begin, but funding is for construction costs.  The highway department has been patching roads when possible with the new hot box.  Two full crews have been cutting brush, and plowing, sanding, and ice removal has been continuous as needed.  Sand has been mixed with salt for placement on roads.  The sign and shop reports were submitted for 1/7 through 1/26.  Dave Arnold questioned Jodi about the procedure for the department’s crews on the roads when the weather is poor.  

EMPLOYEE REPLACEMENTS


Jim Sailors motioned to approve one full time employee and one part time employee for E911 dispatch, Dave Arnold seconded.  Jim Sailors also motioned to approve replacement of a full time maintenance position that opens on 2/5. Dave Arnold seconded this motion. 

PUBLIC DEFENDER CONTRACT


Jim Sailors motioned to approve the contract with the Public Defenders.  Dave Arnold seconded the motion.

NACo


The Board discussed offering discount prescription cards to county residents.  The National Association of Counties offers this service with membership.  Jim Sailors motioned to proceed, and for John Hillis to review the contract when received.  Dave Arnold seconded the motion.

INSURANCE


The county will be receiving quotes for all insurance coverage.  Jim Sailors commented that competition is necessary when seeking the best coverage for the least amount of dollars.  

VOTE CENTERS


Clerk Linda Crimmins presented a resolution for vote centers in Cass County.  She has not received word that Cass County will be a test county, but the resolution is the first step achieving the centers.  Jim Sailors motioned to approve resolution 2008-01 (on file), Dave Arnold seconded.  

PUBLIC COMMENTS & ADJOURN


George Roberts, 5201 Canterbury Lane commented on the animal shelter.  He believes Cass County’s citizens should be involved in the decision on funding, and supporters of the newly proposed shelter should assist in the funding.  There were no other public comments and the meeting adjourned.
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